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FIRST LANGUAGE ARABIC

Paper 0508/01 English Version
Reading

Key messages

Reading comprehension
e Candidates were required to respond to a variety of question types and provide appropriate

information in response from specific paragraphs. The majority of candidates provided relevant
responses to the questions. They showed a good understanding of the nature of the questions and
they were able to identify the correct detail from the text. Candidates who predominately used their
own writing style and vocabulary were more successful. However, a small number of candidates
found it difficult to organise their thoughts. They gave answers that were not directly related to the
text.

Writing
e Section 2 of the assessment requires candidates to summarise the two reading texts using

appropriate language and style. This question was designed to test candidates’ skills of synthesis, as
well as their writing skills. Candidates are required to produce a piece of writing based on a common
theme of the two texts. The more successful candidates were those who managed to write about the
challenges that both characters faced, as well as their reactions to these different challenges. Some
candidates were unable to produce a summary based on the two texts. Instead they wrote essays on
challenge and fear. Some students gave a summary to the second text and missed the first one.
Consequently, they were unable to access the full range of marks for this task.

Style and Accuracy
e Many answers were thorough and reflected a good degree of preparation. A few candidates showed
weakness in their understanding and application of grammatical features in Arabic. On the whole,
quality of language is improving, but there are still some mistakes being made, especially in spelling
and grammar. This needs to be addressed through further writing practice.

Comments on Specific Questions

Section 1

This section is based on comprehension of the first text and candidates are required to answer 11 questions.
The mark allocated to each question indicates the amount of information required. Questions 1(b), (c), (d),
(e), (h), (1) and (k) were answered correctly by a good number of candidates.

However, these questions posed some problems:

(a) Most candidates got the answer to this question correct; however, perhaps surprisingly, some got it
wrong by referring to ‘Menawer’, to ‘one’s dreams’.

(f) For weaker candidates there was a lack of understanding of the question’s demand and they
simply repeated the answers for Question 1(e) or just mentioned that the writer admired
‘Menawer’. The more able students gave a good justification for the writer’'s admiration of
‘Menawer’.

(9) This should have been a straightforward question. However, some students did not mention that
the books were used in making the kite. They simply copied an incomplete sentence from the text
which resulted in them not being awarded the mark.

() A good number of students used the terms ‘simile’ and ‘metaphor’, then explained how the kite was
still unfit to fly. Some even added the impression it left the reader with. Similarly, an equal number
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failed to recognise the importance of mentioning the use of metaphor and simply said that the kite
could not fly. This caused the loss of one mark.

Question 1

(a) Most candidates answered this question accurately; some used their own words while others
copied from the text. This had an impact on the mark awarded for accuracy.

(b) Candidates should be trained to conclude that since the question is worth four marks they are
expected to give four reasons. While a good number of candidates realised this, others did not and
their answers were very brief, giving, for example, only one reason.

(c) This question generated a good response from most candidates; however, a number of candidates
neglected the most important piece of information about ‘sleeping in the father’s room’ and only
said ‘sleeping with his younger brother’. This reflected a shortcoming in understanding the
question’s demand and that part of the text.

(d) Mostly correctly answered.
(e) Accurate response from most candidates.
(f) A good number of candidates confused the answer to this question with Question 1(i) and this is

due to a misunderstanding of the demand of the question. Teachers should train their students to
read each question carefully to identify exactly what is required.

(9) Accurate response from most.

(h) Some candidates gave a very detailed explanation without securing any marks. Acceptable
answers in the mark scheme were ‘the fear of the young brother’ and the ‘trembling of the young
brother’.

(i) Most candidates answered this question accurately. Those who lost marks were the ones who did

not understand that the question’s emphasis was on how the words of the younger brother affected
Samir’s behaviour, and not how the younger brother was affected.

() Mostly correctly answered.

(k) Some candidates did not distinguish that the question is demanding two things: the feeling and the
evidence from the text, so they lost marks. However, the majority rendered accurate responses.

Question 1 Accuracy

Spelling mistakes were the main reason candidates lost marks for accuracy. The dual noun was not used
correctly or consistently. Lifting from the text was the second reason for loss of marks. Those who scored
four or five marks for accuracy were the students who managed to write clear, precise sentences using their
own words. Those who scored low marks for accuracy had simply lifted or copied the answers from the
relevant parts of the text. Candidates who failed to use their own words in their answers could not be
awarded high marks.

Section 2
Question 2

Summary writing is still an area for improvement. Although some candidates displayed good skill in summary
writing, others showed a total lack of mastery of this skill. Centres should prepare their candidates
accordingly through further summary writing practice.

Even though the heading of this question clearly indicated that candidates should write a summary about the
main characteristics of the two personalities; a number of candidates did not do this. They either wrote a
story or focused on just one character and ignored the other. Others simply retold the story, especially of
Samir, with all its details. This impacted the candidates’ marks for ‘style and organisation’ as well as marks
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for ‘content’. Teachers should encourage their students to practise summary writing and to know how to
extract main ideas and draw parallels.

Content

Average students were able to score on this section by listing some of the actions taken by the two
characters that displayed their persistence and bravery. Strong candidates were able to select the main
ideas and the significant supporting ideas and express them in their own words.

Style and Organisation

This is the section where most marks were lost. Few candidates were able to render good summary with
orderly grouping of ideas and excellent linkage. This trait is very important when candidates are dealing with
two texts; there has to be a sense of purpose to the writing and a relevant grouping of ideas. The other
shortcoming was that candidates chose to write on one text only and totally ignored the other text. This
resulted in low marks as there was no sense of summary and little focus was shown.

Accuracy of Language

Performance ranged from excellent expression in own words, to a copy and paste style, and then
unsophisticated use of language with a good number of technical errors.
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FIRST LANGUAGE ARABIC

Paper 0508/02
English Version

Writing

Key Messages

In order to do well in this paper, candidates should:

e avoid the use of colloquialisms and foreign words
e demonstrate that they can write using structured paragraphs and sentences, with an effective range of
vocabulary, appropriate punctuation and correct grammar and spelling.

In argumentative/discursive tasks, candidates should be able to express coherently and concisely different
viewpoints on a particular topic and be able to put forward both sides of an argument which may be complex
at times.

In descriptive tasks, candidates should be able to focus on description and their work should contain many
well-defined and well-developed ideas and images in order to describe complex atmospheres with a range of
details. They should feel confident in expressing their feelings, likes and dislikes, and response to different
senses.

In narrative tasks, candidates should be familiar with, and be able to demonstrate accurate use of, the main

components of a story, particularly events and characterisation. They should be able to focus on a theme,
balance the different elements and manage the climax.

General Comments

In general, candidates answered the majority of questions very well. It was clear that many teachers had
worked hard in preparing their candidates for this examination session and there were some very creative
and well-written answers incorporating all the required elements.

Comments on Specific Questions

Section 1
Question (a)

Candidates who chose this topic attempted to prove the point that every nation has its own customs and
traditions. Those who scored good marks were those who were able to argue for or against the role of
customs and traditions in unifying or dividing the peoples of the world.

Question (b)

This was the most popular choice with candidates. Many put forward a detailed and balanced argument
about the advantages and disadvantages of travelling abroad to study. Good answers included arguments in
favour, such as improving one’s language and knowledge of other cultures, gaining independence and self-
confidence, better opportunities and exploring the world. The main disadvantages put forward were: leaving
family and friends, being exposed to a more liberal culture leading to moral and ethical problems, alienation
and difficulty in living independently.

Question (c)

The majority of candidates who chose this question did not score high marks as their arguments were vague
and not well developed.
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Question (d)

Many candidates chose this topic and put forward convincing arguments about the advantages and
disadvantages of watching foreign and local TV programmes. Many gave the advantages of Arabic soap
operas as promoting the Arabic language and preserving customs and traditions.

Section 2
Question (a)

Many candidates answered this question well and explained how the ship got shipwrecked but many failed to
incorporate the idea that they were the captain of the ship and the first to be rescued. Those who scored
high marks also described their feelings such as fear, anxiety, happiness at their rescue, hope for the future
etc. Many candidates described in detail the journey before the shipwreck but did not pay sufficient attention
to events after the shipwreck.

Question (b)

This was another popular question and candidates wrote some interesting descriptive prose. In general, it is
still a common problem for candidates to differentiate between narrative and descriptive tasks. They tend to
confuse the two. This results in loss of marks for content.

Question (c)
Some candidates who chose this question were aware of the elements of a good story but only a few
managed them well. Most of them tended to write a series of events with no development of character,

setting or climax. Some candidates missed the point by not starting and ending the story with the required
phrases.

Question (d)

This question was chosen by a good number of candidates but some did not score well because the
development of the narrative was lacking in scope and detail.

Quality of Langquage

Many candidates need to improve their handwriting and spelling. Sometimes the handwriting hindered
understanding of what was written. The table below shows common mistakes made by candidates. If these
mistakes could be avoided in future, candidates could achieve higher marks.
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